
Plastic Surgery Training Program in Uganda

In December 2017, the BISC hosted our inaugural Awesome & Amazing Global Surgical Care Rounds. 
Dr. Mark Hill, a Clinical Professor from the Division of Plastic Surgery, presented on the theme 
“Learning from Past Failures in Global Surgical Care: Demining Commonalities of Misguided Moves.” 

Since 2009, the Plastic Surgery team has encountered a number of problems and successfully navigated 
solutions to help establish a surgical training program in Uganda. They have worked successfully 
alongside their UBC counterparts from the Department of Orthopaedics, and local stakeholders at 
Mulago Hospital to train Residents in partnership with Comprehensive Rehabilitation Services in 
Uganda (CoRSU). This collaboration has helped to double the number of Plastic Surgeons in Uganda, 
and developed positive relationships with other surgical care services. With these accomplishments, Dr. 
Hill and the Plastic Surgery team hope to further the goal of building local surgical care capacity.
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“It is an exciting time to be in the field of global surgery. Finally, the world seems to have woken up to 
the problem and is working to improve disparities in global access to surgical care. The Master of Global 

Surgical Care will be a welcome resource for practitioners in the field.”
- Dr. Brian Westerberg, Director

Heather Armstrong
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Uganda Cancer Institute, Kampala, Uganda

PGY-3 Resident Dr. Heather Armstrong assessed the impact of cervical cancer mortality on communities and children in Uganda.  This project 
primarily served women, but also supported the families and local communities of the women affected by cervical cancer. One of Dr. Armstrong’s 
key objectives was to determine challenges related to health system service delivery, in order to better integrate care.

Joseph Margolick
General Surgery
HCC Polanco, Mexico

PGY-4 Resident, Dr. Joseph Margolick assisted in laying a foundation for future bilateral research and educational collaborations between UBC 
and Cruz Roja Mexicana’s HCC Polanco. After his field mission to Mexico in August 2017, Dr. Margolick has given numerous presentations 
on his experience, with the objective of establishing a bilateral academic exchange to enhance the training programs offered at UBC and HCC 
Polanco.

 

The BISC and Reconstructing Women International (RWI) partnership team 
recently deployed to India in February 2018, in ollaboration with St. Ann’s 
Hospital in Vijayawada. The team worked alongside local partners to provide 
training opportunities and build clinical education capacity, with a focus on 
post-burn contracture release and skin grafting.

 
The Engineers in Scrubs (EiS) training program is designed to help graduate level 
engineering students navigate the interface between engineering and medical research. 
The EiS program allows participants to focus on the medical technology innovation 
process while working alongside health care professionals. 

A number of the EiS teams have taken their projects and innovative thinking beyond 
the classroom to bring novel solutions into health care settings. Since 2015, the BISC 
has partnered with the EiS program to pitch low-resource setting specific surgical care 
problems at the annual MedTech Cafés.

The following two projects have been picked by EiS students to be addressed over the 
2017-18 academic year: 

•  Traction Table for Orthopedic Surgery in Low-Resource Settings
•  Assistive Speech Device for Laryngectomy Patients in Low-Resource Settings 
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Partnering with Engineers in Scrubs

Reconstructing Women International A&A Rounds

The Branch is currently accepting Research Awards applications. Details and application form is available online.

This past December 2017, the BISC in partnership with Vancouver General Hospital (VGH) Trauma Services selected Dr. Dessie Yirdaw, 
a Surgical Resident from our partner, the University of Gondar, to receive a Project Travel Award. Dr. Yirdaw travelled to Maputo, 
Mozambique to present our collaborative trauma registry at the annual College of Surgeons of East, Central and Southern Africa 
(COSECSA) conference. 

This presentation garnered positive feedback from attendees, and successfully boosted awareness for UBC within the COSECSA community! 
Dr. Yassin expressed his gratitude towards this partnership and BISC project leaders, Dr. Naisan Garraway and Dr. Richard Simons, for their 
continued support in this research. 

We hope to see many more BISC partnership initiatives highlighted at COSECSA in the future!

Dr. Mark K. Hill, BSA BSc MD FRCSC

Right to left:  Dr. Nancy Van Laeken (BISC RWI project lead), 
St. Ann’s Hospital Partnership Surgical Care Team. 

Seated: Sister Marietta, Dr. Lakshmi Saleem

Dr. Paul Dubord (left) and 
students in the EiS program

http://internationalsurgery.med.ubc.ca/research/apply-award/

